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On the Institution and Operation of
Canadian Referendum

Chiu-Ching Kuo

Abstract

Canadian confederation was accomplished in 1867. Then, the British
North America Act was basic law of the country.  Until WWII Canada was
rather self-governing. It had only two federal referendums: 1898
referendum on Prohibition and 1942 referendum on Conscription. In 1982
Britain passed the Canada Act, repatriating the Constitution of Canada.
Because Quebec rejected the constitution, Canadian government tried to
solve this problem. The constitutional revision designed to accommodate
Quebec was proposed and negotiated among the federal government and the
ten provinces. But the 1992 referendum on the Charlottetown Accord failed
and Canada did not reach the constitutional reform. In Canada, the
referendum was also held at the provincial level of government and was
more common.  The two best known, and possibly most divisive, were the
Quebec sovereignty referendum in 1980 and 1995. In one word, this article
attempts to explore the institution and operation of Canadian federal and

provincial referendum from the historical approach.

Keywords: Canadian referendum, Charlottetown Accord, Quebec



