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The Essence of Quebec Independence
Movement

Shun-Jie Ji

Abstract

This paper is aimed to explore the essential elements behind
Quebec’s independent movements. The common story regarding
Quebec’s struggle for independence is due to ethnic conflicts between
francophone and Anglophone in the last two centuries. However, the
Quebec nationalism is emerging with several aspects of vision; including
cultural, social, economic, and political identities. Accordingly, the
pushing and triggering forces are seen in those domains. The dominance
and withdrawal of Catholic Church also played significant role along the
Quebec’s independent movements. Freed from Catholic structural
constraints, the Quebecois was able to develop their modern social
institutions, especially in education and economy. Prior to the Silent
Revolution in the 1960s, language right was the major issue at stake. But
after French prevailed in Quebec, the independent movements became the
search for a confident and competent identity of Quebecois. It was never
easy for a secession movement, let alone one in a well-developed

democracy.

Keywords: Canadian identity, Silent Revolution, Parti Qu'eb'ecois,

referendum



