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Ethnic Policy of Indonesia 
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Abstract 

Indonesia is a country with a vast and scattered territory.  It has tens of 

thousands of islands and its people speak more than 700 languages.  As a 

culturally diverse country, “unity in diversity” has become Indonesia’s 

national motto as well as nation-building policy since its independence in 

1945.  It has also been an important task for Indonesian political elites.  In 

summary, the biggest challenge in Indonesia’s ethnic policy lies in the issues 

of “diversity” and “unity.” “Diversity” is an objective existence, while 

“unity” is its policy goal. Starting from the concept of “diversity” and 

“unity,” this article explores three significant related issues, including: 

nation-building, language policy, and transmigration policy.  Based on a 

historical sociological approach, this article pays particular attention on 

examining how Indonesian government pursues the goal of unity through a 

national language policy and transmigration policy. This article also 

discusses the problems that Indonesia has faced in policy implementation.  

A summarized conclusion and brief reflection are presented in the last 

section. 

Keywords: Indonesia, ethnic policy, nation-building, language policy, 

transmigration 
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