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a7 B #8537 Bk 5S¢ (Netherlands War of Independence) W 7 55 faf B #E 35
(Dutch Revolt) » 245 L% (Seventeen Provinces, 1549-81) » 1F
1568-1648 - 2 I BfE U ML S 5 AT 7 68 5] (Habsburg Spain, 1516-1700)
AP Y55 77 » X\ 85 (Eighty Years” War) o BG4 /£ ST
H'E (defacto) iz (1581) » RAPERANEFHUEM (de jure) JHIT (1649)
(Wikipedia, 2020: Dutch Revolt) o #£4¢ » Jt4REREE BT T faf B AL A1
(Dutch Republic, 1581-1795) » fi 4>l RIIBRS {17 26 55 LRI ~ DUR s #% 68 o
— AT RAIB S TR ENAEI % E 2 the Netherlands® (357253
JETER) » &+ EfER £ B (Kingdom of the Netherlands) » {1 X A £ fif
i B o st 4 A FE (B 2 SRR AR (Low Countries ) » JRARSR L& LA
I~ DURERE - & MEEATE THWE ) (Benelux) =[] - HE » [E{E
B E A5k A TR {HE (County of Holland) ~ fiff#i%4 (Province of Holland) ° »
WEEBGR ~ KA SRS » EES B R SRR s E SR A o HEl
ERTEITEARBI SR - 72384 eS8 st FRy R » W& 2 BB »
T FE B AR far 7 o

! FREGEEEE A& AE (Republic of the Seven United Netherlands) ~ fifj fi i
A FIE (United Provinces of the Netherlands, United Provinces) ©

2 AR P U S A ~ WS SJB 2 (5 (Spanish Netherlands, 1556-1714) » #4%

T e B EE (Austrian Netherlands, 1714-97) ~ 23 7F 1795 EWEEBE MR » B

DHESIREEARE (1815) ~ AKELFINE (1830) o

i 2E Nederland : nether ({K) + lands (#fi) =Netherlands ({E3h ) o i%:ZE Les Pays-Bas:

Pays (13t ~ BI5K) +Bas ({§) ={Kh -

Y S Rk — (8 (LB Kingdom of Holland (1806-10) » BHZZEE 4 2 A1 B0 1
ER o HE B -

> H#l o FE(TBC LB B AL (North Holland » A M2 & ZRFTIBITE FH) -
K ifai B8 (South Holland » % KBYIR T & FE4F £} Rotterdam) FR{E A7) ©

© HIBAGEIRIAIE ~ RATE > Geyl (1958,18-19) ¢
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FEYRER

A 3t [ 117 17> € 41 T -8R 25 3T - B ¥ 4 80T = A4 (Rhine-Meuse-Scheldt
delta) » EFEEWE{TE T HES/ER (Germania Inferior, 83-475) » (1
FUEREBI AR (Celts) WIHMZE A (Belgae) #& » fEPUITHT 57
FERHBEEAR ~ —& 2 BRI SE R A 5 ALEALSEE A H B 251
FELWIA (Frisians) ~ PRARAH > M 20 EEHER A (Batavi) #852EAR -
(IR SRTEHRERI T A (Franks) 75D HHCPGRS RE & » 050 15 717 (B &2 3 POST Y
Boa o AR BEAEARIE LB (Frisia, Friesland) o

Invasions of the

s, Roman Empire
100 - 500 CE

Western
Roman
Empire T

: Eastern Roman

> Empire

| «————- Angles, Saxons
o C h e Zratr;’ks
s GOths
art age .| == Visigoths
/ @====== Ostrogoths
— HUNS
e— V/andals

AR © Wikipedia (2020: Migration Period) °

1 BIRARESRHEESR

LI HE—1H (Clovis 1, 481-511) /2155 vt £ 75 (Francia, Kingdom
of the Franks, Frankish Empire) FJ&EIEE » HERBR &G ER v 3% ~ (E
A 1 = AL AR e HR S o 357 R i T (Merovingian Dynasty ) o fE{thIE4% »
IR H 2 AR9EHT - o8 -7 e e VU E 5 f K - ANl R+ 5
I&ZE M —1i (Chlothar I, 511-61) 2&4E o sa & Z& il —[HA01% - sEIEBIH Y
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{E53F395 » #2592 » PR AP HFFE 1 (Charibert I, 561-67) JL{% M
i > pEME = 2020 0 o iERE e R ME T =2 KT - BRI (Guntram,
561-92) tEA FEENRYE) R 45 (Burgundy ) » 75 75 H fi s — [t ( Sigebert I, 561-75)
Gy B SRERAY B R A7 PG an (Austrasia, 511-687) ~ 61 & 3 -7 LT (R0 -
7ii g M 5 — 1t (Chilperic I, 567-84) 13E|YaRAIH % FlAE (Neustria,
611-751) o

[ Merovingian kingdoms 100 200 miles

: : % ; "
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KI5 : Wikipedia (2020: Merovingian Dynasty) °
2 BRR T TAVAR T

A A -E A - BUTRF ALY 8 W s > = AH (Mayor of the Palace)
BN (Pepin of Landen, 623-29, 639-40) BEREEHE 5 A9 AT —
fit (Pepin of Herstal, 680-714) fiff 7% i 7 -2 & #EAY BRI > 3 HLAF 687

TR T EEABEREL (Drogo of Champagne) T7 54 R E M » K7/ Mk P
% (Grimoald the Younger) 7 45 Hin = fH -
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AR R R R #E—  o E B o A AR RL AR T A B - F5 %% (Charles
Martel) 5 4% BT RI PR (715-41) ~ AR HREGFIEE (718-41) B9 HH »
ZRFIURIE LT o &P - R 5B AF (Pepin the Short, 751-68)
JEA AR IR R R A B A (741-51) » (R ARAEBEREE M IF R (Pope Zachary,
741-52) BYRIET - 6ZMEis 751 GF BRI T RAR R AR £ A f fE 5
=t (Childeric III, 743-51) » H7 5+ ~ B N& M ER] (Carolingian
Dynasty) o 2 AP 58 7 &P (Charlemagne, 768-814) » 7£ 800 4 %
HUr R =it (Pope Leo 111, 795-816) /il & £ [ & 5 AHY 2755 1 (Emperor of the
Romans) » BI& M & K75 (Charles the Great) » i f5 #HEEFE S 77 B (Holy
Roman Empire, 800/962-1806) FJ5&#H o fth % A ARIEIMZIAL /79 3E LRl A
KRAL T HIHGE A (Saxons) ©

N

> I U
- Frankish Territory in 481 (ﬁw 83
Conquests of Clovis 481-511
Conquests 531-614
Conquests 714-768
Conquests of Charlemagne 768-814
Dependent territoiries
Peoples tributary to Charlemagne D

Kingdom of Siagrius in 486

1: JOONN

=3
' Visigothic kingdom of Toulouse in 507 ?

1== == Boundaries of the empire in 814

aaaaaa

5 : Wikimedia Commons (2020: File:Frankish Empire 481 to 814-en.svg) ©
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A S RATR I S EEE B S (Louis the Pious, 814-40) T H &
R — AR ER S TEEE (833-34) 5 fth3Lik - ={H5L T (LM
BRKIL (Treaty of Verdun, 843) ]I\ 731 B ve T B » 155 hfu 8] SR A2 72 — (] e 5%
RFAI&Z M —1H (Lothar I, 817-55) 73 F[Hfra% Hi% i 7 £ B (Kingdom of the
Middle Franks/Middle Francia, 843-55) Fe 4% b1 B - {Hif a8 i o 28 KF
ALERZE B - & AR AR R EE » =+ HH 2 A% 5 (Louis the
German, 817-76) #& B 72 £ (Kingdom of the East Franks, East
Francia, 843-962) » it /@& H&AUEE ; 112 7 7REEZH (Charles the Bald,
840-77) HIE1S LR va £& (Kingdom of the West Franks, West Francia,
843-987) » A AHIER

Treaty of Verdun 843

The division of the Frankish realms

Charles the
Bald's
7 Kingdom

5 : Wikimedia Commons (2019: File:Treaty of Verdun 843.png) °
4 : NEZHRNERERT T

ISR —HEIEET - EE T BIHEKI) (Treaty of Priim, 855) R HLRE
st BB G = {5« RF#%% 1t (Louis II of Italy, 844-75) 73 %I 2]k
R AMALE W EE (Lombardy) 5 ZRF{&Z8f 1t (Lothar IT) #EAI& %
i £ B (Kingdom of Lotharingia, 855-959) » @1 & V& #k (Lorraine) ~ {Ki[EH] ~
LI EZ B (Upper Burgundy) ; 1i/N6d 7 HH (Charles of Provence,
855-63) RIS 5EIFHT (Provence) » @& F#1REH (Lower Burgundy) ©
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KI5 Wikipedia (2019: Treaty of Priim) o

5: BERBIHRNURI AR T H

AL 863 FILTHEMT - wE W (E A =1 M0 - ISR 2 g
KA B85 R B SR P HOER 7 o 1 2R A I AE 869 AL
W o G TR~ P9 R v £ B R WAL R R ET TR AR kT ) (Treaty of
Meerssen, 870) JMLUINSY » BRIERI e EBIETH B = N#s 5 0 BIILAREL ~ ke
(LR R AR R AR g RAS - PG AR e ER R R H SRS T2 R
o~ R BRI RBHIGE - #58 » HEv EB XEE =0 K TRy R - (Kt
[ i B PR Tl e B
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A#YE : Wikipedia (2019: Treaty of Meerssen) o

6 : B AR LARAVER T

L T AIBE R AR A FF|—1 (Henry I the Fowler, 912-19) 7£ 919
TEHERR S BRI e BB £ (919-36) » BIINZEE 5e A% -5 (Saxon Dynasty,
919-1024) ~ 5 5L R 7o TR 4 B 18EE £B (Kingdom of Germany ) » il
£ 925 F B EEMTENT (Flanders) DISM{RILE - FF]EAM > iy 5%
& —1t (Otto I the Great, 936-73) (T » 7F 962 A KA MHIE FE L+
1 (Pope John XII, 955-64) Ji* 5 I & B A BEFE RS 7 B 277  PhiR{E 1
THACE] PR » bR TABETERT{EE] (County of Flanders) /@ P4ikRi v (1%
B) AIRRSL > ELAh R B v o e AR B R T B (TR ) s RREA
F MR S HER A E R E B ~ R ETGHE -
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EFEHEg 1t (John II of France, 1350-64) ff 1363 Eﬁ%?j}ﬁ%ﬁg
(Duchy of Burgundy) % 2. fJEF3% —{f (Philip the Bold, 1363-1404) » ff:
£ 1369 LR =T A B3 5 i — 1t (Louis IT of Flanders) Y8 {E 275035
¥ EERF =1 (Margaret 111 of Flanders) 5 & 5 #r — - {F 1384 F{H » JEFI
BRI AR B TR e IR R A ETEHE R (proper) [EH A
(Dijon) HACERIMEEM - L LE L7 R Z (Valois Burgundy,
Burgundian State, 1363-1482) » JLIRFEMBE B EZI RE (M THY) JEfd
B (Burgundian Netherlands, 1384-1482) » H&W T+ LAMNMELCR - BHE
Fo BB B R EE (TR RIS E B AR ~ &=
JenE RS &8 (WHKMLA, nd.a) o

North Sea

#YF © Wikimedia Commons (2019: File:Map Burgundian Netherlands 1477-en.png) °
A -+ AR B4 B R Wikipedia (2020: Seventeen Provinces) °

7 : HREMA THERHE

IR E 2 E AR 2 K28 £ B (Kingdom of Burgundy ) ~ 808 R 25 A ) £ B (Kingdom of
the Burgundians, 411-534) -
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(2020/ 2 F3%)

B DU R AR EIFERE =1 (Philip
the Good, 1419-67) » #HMIER T S JF #h
(proper) FRFBAR ~ KFIRHE (HH)
{HE (Free County of Burgundy) ° » &K
HRTHE BB - T e
BUMRIBIRTTE » Rl AT & AR
& (States, Staten, Provincial Estates) _FJH
i EJE 2 A8 iR | (States General,
Staten-Generaal'' of the Netherlands) » iifi
1464 FAEMBEHEE B EREHR: BT
JT IS > FERL =1 AE 1430 TR FEE
B51E (Order of the Golden Fleece) BEf%
EHIREE (Israel, 1995: 21-23) o & U
ER LR ERZ R - BEEIE T
M EEHEE S - KA - R
Wi KA H (Bruges™) ~ RARFF (Ghent)
SeittbFEb1ar (1437-38, 1449-53) » JEF
T = 2 AR B sERE - i E {2
- PR PR St B A o o SR (A > A 3
RATARIAE o

PR R EE o RIHE A OF R B R B

Burgundy-Free County) °
i efE 1404-1406 U A hiYE%s (Brabant) ~

A#JE @ Look and Learn (2020) o

8 : JFRIE=IERMEH

B K& (Bourgogne-Franche-Comté,

Ktk EE (Limburg) » 5535 B R i 75 70 5

3 (Namur, 1421) ~ faf 3§ (Holland) FRERH (Zeeland, 1425-28) ~ 3R (Hainaut, 1428) ~
EARE (1451) ~ JSH1ERH (Gelderland) (Israel, 1995:21) o

General Parliament o

# W General States [ 3% /& H 2% » fH & 2% X Estates General » 5t /& General Assembly -

2 M BEE A 700 % %8 (Limm, 1989: 9) o

B RSB o (R R R - R

HORH I B - Rl A2 1 i LA

Hi @ > EE4's-Hertogenbosch (HYEEF (M7 » fij#% Den Bosch ¥ M) %3572 Bois-le-

Duc ¢ # 2% Geyl (1958:20) 7 ~ FEHIE o
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AR KMEZLE P (Charles the Bold, 1467-77) #f KEY) » £ T8l ~ 12
— B > HEOEh A A YRR 1S R E B RIS - 3 FE e
F (RN~ ZRE MI%ﬂMﬁ%ﬁ)ZﬁW%m&%*@%ﬁf
B > FnlEs TR R EBE T (Alsace) I BEIE AR ~ Kok 1-187%€ » SR ICICEE
#FEf% (Battle of Nancy, 1477) o 4l H Fr R ANE A B D) B RY > RITE R
ML £ 8% %) +— (Louis XI of France, 1461-83) #2E1Mm A &z R A
» JEIRK OIS IS EER: (Margaret of York, 1468-77) HERH{KMIE ~ &
PHREAE (Geyl, 1958: 30; Holborn, 198: 41) o

The House of Valois-Burgundy 1465-1477
(during the reign of Charles “the Bold”)
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AR : Wikimedia Commons (2019: File:Karte Haus Burgund 4 ZH.png) °

B 9 : KEEERINRBREAEM
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KIEEHZ A B » BRI T o SRR E R H R
FHRIIEE (Mary of Burgundy, 1477-82) #ik# % T K¥5FFIR) (Great
Privilege, 1477) » WeaB KA FERIG =11 ~ K KNWEA B AR BERR A 7T B i6HE
FI - [RIRE G155 R BOFHIRES) 5 BEAh > 8GR & 2 it igkis 4 B2 7 FS rr I
B35 MR 9 =1 (Frederick 111, Holy Roman Emperor, 1452-93) {58 1151
Hir 68 F gAY BRI K 2N BB o PE K FI| % ( Archduke Maximilian of Austria,
1493-1519) » 75 I ) 15 578 1 77 0 52 745 1 5 G K | %2 — ™ (Maximilian
I, Holy Roman Emperor, 1508-19) o 5@ 33 {7] > 2 B 28 W HEREV A (1 /8 & 4%
RIS D) T RE R BRI » e Al - B A R EREE S MR
W FEZMEPBR&EZ R - FEMELBH (dynastic union) » B & F

(personal union) w]2¢ HAE ; EfEMfEHEEG THER » AlZ5IRAE -

#E : Wikimedia Commons (2017: File:Maximilian I and Maria von Burgund.jpg) °

10 : BRAXNZEIRERVIFE

"R TIERRIZ AT 1486 (RIS THE AMUBIE ) (King of the Romans) H#ii% 7 i 7
B R EEE 5 o) - FEACHBER U= MA9/E 1493 FR BT - S EREB &K
b o fh7E 1508 & A7 H C B M — it (Pope Julius I, 1503-13) JlI%& £ 27 °
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B RS RASILT SRR

HEREAT 1482 R IE BT RIS T H T I6RKY ) (Treaty of Arras, 1482)
1 ARy 52 - JE R % —1H (Philip the Handsome, 1482-1506) ff##&%) R
55 o (HAN[RI R At sL R J6 5 PO oK Rl AR il st o A7 AT 8 25 i R KRy 5 FE R
L — A o R S S PSRRI 2B - — ELE H C B B 5 e B Y
BA7 (1508) » AEBUHF > ANl - RINE R Hth & 'E Z R0 - 5oy
KFNZAE 1512 FEHBE M > 3% & 7 — (@2 RAB1THE (Burgundian Circle,
1512-1806) T » (KRB LBk MEN - HRH) TR E
JEfERH (Habsburg Netherlands, 1482-1581) (Holborn, 198: 44-46, 49) -
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A JE : Wikimedia Commons (2017: File:Burgundian Circle-2005-10-14-en.png) °

1M HERSFTHEHEENRSETNE

Hungary™

PESRRBUGHE R » IO PO KA Ze B A b 3010 22 12 R 55 e 316 B R (K ot
Bl TRFFEFIRD B LU o hE THYRER - ZHRRFIEFIE —1H
B2 PG PE oF nn iy ] B £ 28585 — 1 (Ferdinand II of Aragon, 1479-1516) Ei-f
Bt 2 £ R 95 HE—1it (Isabella I of Castile, 1474-1504) f92R 2z 22—
tt (Joanna of Castile, 1504-55) » i A& T &EH A (Charles V)  FrH#AS
B (U EC M [T 1Y) i 3 B PR R O 2 bk A — E o AR O ARAEE ST -
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CUEOPHAS FRATER -CARNALIS 0 [
SEPHI MARITI-DIVAE VIRG MR

#J5 : Wikimedia Commons (2020: File:Bernhard Strigel 003b.jpg) °

A - SEILE D RIR S PORFI L (Fe—) ~ SRR —1i (72=) ~ ZEBEE (5 —) » L&D
AR R — M (£—) ~ REFEMAM (£7) » A—E R RIS R BE R 5L
RISHLFI T+ 1t (Louis IT of Hungary) » Nih » A LB FR2CHERE »

12 HERSTHEW AN T — XK

AE A AT (1500) #ite S A& H RE2h RS HS RERY 2 R 5 i ith
(B R ~ 2 R ~ HACRK Se PR A2 — it pg Bt R ~ S 4H A2t
Fe AR (SRR fERT ~ EUfm b nn ~ ASANEHH ~ vUPgE ~ RepE T
Jent) ~ LURAMARHF YD Bh — Ay R Hr e il o Hi AR (1506)
AR - A e R A A R AR ) . (1506-55) » $23& MK
SHEACRIRYEIME (1516-56) » WARPHES ~ Mg KR ~ DUR EM B it -
FRHAGEE » G/ [ th e B FE S A B 7 (1519-56) » X & T
PSSR A (1519-21) o HEF A ILARA 70 # A7 B 5 1 - IRIEAE
IR R —#E" o

B AT ACHAE 1506 AESE I FHAEACHRECE] 1519 4 o i fE 1524 SEPESIE L - 1528
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A BH T H A S B TR A0 B BT IR - (/N A (St B A E Y
Itk B R O S A% BE%F  (Archduchess Margaret of Austria, 1507-30) & »
1515 IR - RBAREmIEERK > bk TEERALE - Mt 25 Ay

(755 ) i35,/ 2KAEE (Flemish) » 5 3 o (MG ACHISE R — 3 K
B A R R > SRR E T o MirE 1517 FRiTE P Bl RER
Hif o KB A RA G AL S AR BBAS ' (B —PHUE B 8 BERE S K B (K Hh
RGN EEE ST PA IR L ~ EAE BRI /AR o 2 £ (K st R A R R
G BT 7 B A B HERE - AN SR o

A T AR AN A R B O AR RS B A 38 B > (E 1522 SRR AE R A
Pt ~ A AT B ZE W A PRI W 4 B 20 - W SO T ) (Edict
of Blood, 1550) » B RZANTF s TEMBAEIR I - A 2,000 HrEhE LS b
JRIE o fia B B AR B R 2B R 9 )05 R AR A B — (K 2]
7K o (R A& BB i o001 » A 3 T M (i [A] A FE RER AR S BE (Mary of Hungary,
1531-55) B RMMBIAEE - & TR A BOGR BRI IGRE » fhiE 1531 F3
H B EME R - - U F 28 8 B0 B 25 Rl T I ZE B & (Council
of State) ~ Hf EtZ B & (Council of Finance ) ~ ;& fi&%% ¢ (Privy Council, Secret
Council) » 5#3ilfii7Z B & (Collateral Councils) » F 2R Fi e & Hh 7B £ 1Y 22
RIAA 0 B/ NESEHE A MEZFNAH 2B (William the
Silent, 1559-67)

FIEF SN (Utrecht) ~ J 5% (Overijssel) » 1536 FNZ{&FE%EfR ( Groningen)
BB (Ommelanden) ~ {4 (Drenthe) » 1543 iR f 72 ~ S F5 25 (Zutphen) o
BT 1548 4 KRR FLAREBIGL - 0 ~ B~ WRIYEE  ARER  BE ik
FA{#E T (Walloon Flanders) ~ Fi[E FL (Artois) ~ [EAREE ~ BE ~ LHidy (Mechelen) ~
Bl MR (FRREE) - JELH - EHEM - ME - B#% (Tournai) ~ B
W~ FEEEEmS (&0F) -

O BT AR B IR £ RSB A » 5 B LR U (B 4% 2 T A
SREEEE s A A M RFSERE C RG> Rl BRI R E R
& (Israel, 1995: 35)
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5 : Luiken (n.d.)
B 13 : N\ ZPIEYGE 1549 F 71 P HT S 738

FILT Suin T IR

(B3 B8 A A 3 TG IR TR B8 AN > Bt R KB >
538 B 1) 56 st B S04 A% - R IR B MAGE SR B A SR ) 22 - fth B AN
(AR X T SRR TR AT AR AR (1539-40) o 7F 1549 A » Ar 3 1 {3 M
FEJSR3RE ) (Pragmatic Sanction of 1549) » ZUR JEIEMIALH G RIEH 1+ €
HRER—  HARKHGE LAER—EA 3 26 ITEEAES
RNRFEE RS o 78 1555 > HEM AR/ - RRIRIEE 155 > Bt
HIfE A B TEMIER G A 0L - TOPUHE o ~ R AR B ELR 4G RS 1 (3 Fh
RIS B 2ACHY i FE R 1 (Philip IT of Spain, 1556-98) » [fil {H 52 £ & 77
(B F|) HIAZ k5 R ss 280 —1H (Ferdinand I, Holy Roman Emperor,
1556-64) » 1511 i £8 £ 5 (Habsburg Monarchy, Habsburg Empire, 1282-1918)
TR 57 B TG BT BF 5 A1 1 £8 (Spanish Habsburgs ) ~ Sz B FI| 5 75 87 £8 ( Austrian
Habsburgs, Habsburg Austria, 1556-1740) o {K 0[] 5 b6 76 B e IS0 » f55H
HFEAMETEETERMIG o HI 8 H B SR E - (B2 5 R
Wi R &6 (Strayer, et al., 1974: 289) o
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The States General of the United Provinces of the Low Countries, to all whom it
may concern, do by these Presents send greeting:

As it is apparent to all that a prince is constituted by God to be ruler of a people,
to defend them from oppression and violence as the shepherd his sheep; and whereas
God did not create the people slaves to their prince, to obey his commands, whether
right or wrong, but rather the prince for the sake of the subjects (without which he
could be no prince), to govern them according to equity, to love and support them as a
father his children or a shepherd his flock, and even at the hazard of life to defend and
preserve them. And when he does not behave thus, but, on the contrary, oppresses
them, seeking opportunities to infringe their ancient customs and privileges, exacting
from them slavish compliance, then he is no longer a prince, but a tyrant, and the
subjects are to consider him in no other view. And particularly when this is done
deliberately, unauthorized by the states, they may not only disallow his authority, but
legally proceed to the choice of another prince for their defense. This is the only
method left for subjects whose humble petitions and remonstrances could never soften
their prince or dissuade him from his tyrannical proceedings; and this is what the law
of nature dictates for the defense of liberty, which we ought to transmit to posterity,
even at the hazard of our lives. And this we have seen done frequently in several
countries upon the like occasion, whereof there are notorious instances, and more
justifiable in our land, which has been always governed according to their ancient
privileges, which are expressed in the oath taken by the prince at his admission to the
government; for most of the Provinces receive their prince upon certain conditions,
which he swears to maintain, which, if the prince violates, he is no longer

sovereign. . . .
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Awake therefore and do not allow yourselves to be further deceived by those
totally false and vain promises which your oppressors and the common enemies put
about in order to win a richer booty later. Do not allow your minds to be bewildered
any longer by the beautiful titles to which they refer in that edict and generally in
relation to all their activities, trying to justify their iniquities, acts of violence,
massacres and rapines by the authority of the king, the charge of the governor, the
name of justice, the respect of sovereignty, the title of edicts, the pretext of religion,
the hope of pardon, the feigning of clemency, the assurance of gentleness, the promise
of grace, and so many other sweet and beautiful attributes with which the prologue of
that edict has been embellished. Do not be blinded henceforth by the unjust strictures
which our common enemies pass on the virtuous acts of our liberators in order to
hoodwink your trustful minds, calling them in that edict rebellious, guilty of the crime
of lése-majesté (divine and human), seditious, mutinous, wretched forgers, enemies and
disturbers of the public welfare, rabble-rousers, distributors of notorious pamphlets,
publishers of booklets, seditious, malicious, turbulent, impudent people, accusing them
of so many other vices and trying most unjustly to defame them. Open your eyes and
consider the present situation more closely. If you sift out all the deeds and acts of
one party and the other, you shall undoubtedly find the truth to be that all the vices
with which those tyrants attempt to slander and traverse the holy, reasonable and
necessary enterprises of those who for the true service of God, the king and the
fatherland and the deliverance of you all, courageously endanger their lives, property
and wealth, are in fact their own vices. It is they who must be blamed for deeds by
which they openly disgrace themselves. You well know that by the king's own proper
consent you are free and released from the oath and obedience you owe him, if he or
others in his name infringe the promises and conditions on which you have accepted
and received him, until finally every right has been restored. I also remind you that
according to your privileges you are permitted to close the gates of your towns and to
resist by force not only the servants of your prince but also the prince himself, in
person, whenever he attempts to proceed by force of arms.

You may also be assured that when later the king knows the truth, His Majesty
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will rightly be most angry that you did not resist those tyrants more vigorously in order
to preserve his highly prosperous countries from extreme ruin, poverty and
depopulation, or from the tyrant’s efforts to establish their domination and satisfy their
avarice. So nobody, neither you nor your liberators, may properly be accused of
rebellion, disloyalty or other crimes if in fulfilling the duties, obligations and oaths
which you all must observe, you do all you can to obviate and resist such manifest
violent infringements of your privileges, such suppression of your liberties, such
massacre of yourselves and ravishing of your possessions, and exert yourselves to the
utmost to chase away those foreign and tyrannical invaders, true rebels and common
enemies of God, the king, the fatherland and all the inhabitants living here at present as
well as those who have gone away. Look at the argumentation and conclusion of that
edict and you will see that if they should be in a position to rule the Netherlands, you
who have stayed in this country, have no hope of being better treated than the refugees
who might fall into their power. Do they not declare in that edict that there are
among you a great multitude of people guilty of Iése-majesté and that they have only
proceeded against those who are most culpable? Do they not call you the accomplices
of the others, though you have dissimulated up till now? Do they not suggest you are
daily piling up new crimes one upon another? Do they not suspect you of mutiny,
rebellion and revolt, as they wrongly call the duty which they know you are entitled to
perform? Do they not command such a pitiless inquisition against you all that there
will hardly be one whom they may not in some way or another judge guilty if they so
wish? Do they not force you either to become accusers and betrayers of all the good
virtuous men who love the fatherland and your liberty or to suffer death or other heavy
punishment according to the rules of their blood-thirsty cruelty? Do they not want to
force you, by putting a rope round your neck, for ever to stop speaking not only about
your salvation but also about your liberty, rights and customs? Do you not see how
they put you at the mercy of officers, provosts and fiscals by confounding all order and
justice? Do you still expect any grace, pardon or impunity, when it is so widely
known that they have had so many good inhabitants apprehended and killed in divers
places simply for having attended sermons, which they say are new, although they were
tolerated and permitted by the regent and the magistrates? Therefore, my seigniors,
brethren and companions, put aside these vain expectations, cease breaking your oaths,
recognise the truth, take a firm stand for the maintenance of your own welfare, resist
your oppressors with all your might, help by all means those who exert themselves to

pull you out of this miserable servitude.
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The purpose of this note is to look into the process of the
Netherlands’ independence. We shall start with an introduction of its
earlier history, with a special focus on the rule of the Kingdom of the Franks.
We then examine that under Duchy of Burgundy and that under the Holy
Roman Empire. Further, we will examine the brutal rule under the
Habsburgs Spain. Finally, we will conclude with the outbreak of the Dutch
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