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壹、前言 
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貳、早期歷史 
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參、勃艮第公國統治下的尼德蘭 
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Wikimedia Commons 2017: File:Maximilian I and Maria von Burgund.jpg  
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Maximilian II, Holy Roman Emperor, 1564-76
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The States General of the United Provinces of the Low Countries, to all whom it 

may concern, do by these Presents send greeting: 

As it is apparent to all that a prince is constituted by God to be ruler of a people, 

to defend them from oppression and violence as the shepherd his sheep; and whereas 

God did not create the people slaves to their prince, to obey his commands, whether 

right or wrong, but rather the prince for the sake of the subjects (without which he 

could be no prince), to govern them according to equity, to love and support them as a 

father his children or a shepherd his flock, and even at the hazard of life to defend and 

preserve them.  And when he does not behave thus, but, on the contrary, oppresses 

them, seeking opportunities to infringe their ancient customs and privileges, exacting 

from them slavish compliance, then he is no longer a prince, but a tyrant, and the 

subjects are to consider him in no other view.  And particularly when this is done 

deliberately, unauthorized by the states, they may not only disallow his authority, but 

legally proceed to the choice of another prince for their defense.  This is the only 

method left for subjects whose humble petitions and remonstrances could never soften 

their prince or dissuade him from his tyrannical proceedings; and this is what the law 

of nature dictates for the defense of liberty, which we ought to transmit to posterity, 

even at the hazard of our lives.  And this we have seen done frequently in several 

countries upon the like occasion, whereof there are notorious instances, and more 

justifiable in our land, which has been always governed according to their ancient 

privileges, which are expressed in the oath taken by the prince at his admission to the 

government; for most of the Provinces receive their prince upon certain conditions, 

which he swears to maintain, which, if the prince violates, he is no longer 

sovereign. . . . 
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2 27 

Awake therefore and do not allow yourselves to be further deceived by those 

totally false and vain promises which your oppressors and the common enemies put 

about in order to win a richer booty later.  Do not allow your minds to be bewildered 

any longer by the beautiful titles to which they refer in that edict and generally in 

relation to all their activities, trying to justify their iniquities, acts of violence, 

massacres and rapines by the authority of the king, the charge of the governor, the 

name of justice, the respect of sovereignty, the title of edicts, the pretext of religion, 

the hope of pardon, the feigning of clemency, the assurance of gentleness, the promise 

of grace, and so many other sweet and beautiful attributes with which the prologue of 

that edict has been embellished.  Do not be blinded henceforth by the unjust strictures 

which our common enemies pass on the virtuous acts of our liberators in order to 

hoodwink your trustful minds, calling them in that edict rebellious, guilty of the crime 

of lèse-majesté (divine and human), seditious, mutinous, wretched forgers, enemies and 

disturbers of the public welfare, rabble-rousers, distributors of notorious pamphlets, 

publishers of booklets, seditious, malicious, turbulent, impudent people, accusing them 

of so many other vices and trying most unjustly to defame them.  Open your eyes and 

consider the present situation more closely.  If you sift out all the deeds and acts of 

one party and the other, you shall undoubtedly find the truth to be that all the vices 

with which those tyrants attempt to slander and traverse the holy, reasonable and 

necessary enterprises of those who for the true service of God, the king and the 

fatherland and the deliverance of you all, courageously endanger their lives, property 

and wealth, are in fact their own vices.  It is they who must be blamed for deeds by 

which they openly disgrace themselves.  You well know that by the king's own proper 

consent you are free and released from the oath and obedience you owe him, if he or 

others in his name infringe the promises and conditions on which you have accepted 

and received him, until finally every right has been restored.  I also remind you that 

according to your privileges you are permitted to close the gates of your towns and to 

resist by force not only the servants of your prince but also the prince himself, in 

person, whenever he attempts to proceed by force of arms. 

You may also be assured that when later the king knows the truth, His Majesty 

                                                        
27 William the Silent 1568 /1974   
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will rightly be most angry that you did not resist those tyrants more vigorously in order 

to preserve his highly prosperous countries from extreme ruin, poverty and 

depopulation, or from the tyrant’s efforts to establish their domination and satisfy their 

avarice. So nobody, neither you nor your liberators, may properly be accused of 

rebellion, disloyalty or other crimes if in fulfilling the duties, obligations and oaths 

which you all must observe, you do all you can to obviate and resist such manifest 

violent infringements of your privileges, such suppression of your liberties, such 

massacre of yourselves and ravishing of your possessions, and exert yourselves to the 

utmost to chase away those foreign and tyrannical invaders, true rebels and common 

enemies of God, the king, the fatherland and all the inhabitants living here at present as 

well as those who have gone away.  Look at the argumentation and conclusion of that 

edict and you will see that if they should be in a position to rule the Netherlands, you 

who have stayed in this country, have no hope of being better treated than the refugees 

who might fall into their power.  Do they not declare in that edict that there are 

among you a great multitude of people guilty of lèse-majesté and that they have only 

proceeded against those who are most culpable?  Do they not call you the accomplices 

of the others, though you have dissimulated up till now?  Do they not suggest you are 

daily piling up new crimes one upon another?  Do they not suspect you of mutiny, 

rebellion and revolt, as they wrongly call the duty which they know you are entitled to 

perform?  Do they not command such a pitiless inquisition against you all that there 

will hardly be one whom they may not in some way or another judge guilty if they so 

wish?  Do they not force you either to become accusers and betrayers of all the good 

virtuous men who love the fatherland and your liberty or to suffer death or other heavy 

punishment according to the rules of their blood-thirsty cruelty?  Do they not want to 

force you, by putting a rope round your neck, for ever to stop speaking not only about 

your salvation but also about your liberty, rights and customs?  Do you not see how 

they put you at the mercy of officers, provosts and fiscals by confounding all order and 

justice?  Do you still expect any grace, pardon or impunity, when it is so widely 

known that they have had so many good inhabitants apprehended and killed in divers 

places simply for having attended sermons, which they say are new, although they were 

tolerated and permitted by the regent and the magistrates?  Therefore, my seigniors, 

brethren and companions, put aside these vain expectations, cease breaking your oaths, 

recognise the truth, take a firm stand for the maintenance of your own welfare, resist 

your oppressors with all your might, help by all means those who exert themselves to 

pull you out of this miserable servitude. 
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Abstract 

  The purpose of this note is to look into the process of the 

Netherlands’ independence.  We shall start with an introduction of its 

earlier history, with a special focus on the rule of the Kingdom of the Franks.  

We then examine that under Duchy of Burgundy and that under the Holy 

Roman Empire.  Further, we will examine the brutal rule under the 

Habsburgs Spain.  Finally, we will conclude with the outbreak of the Dutch 

rebellion and the final settlement of the Dutch independence. 
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