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Populism in Taiwan: Han Kuo-yu
and His Supporters
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Adjunct Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Futures Studies,
Tamkang University, Tamsui, New Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

The trend of populism has become an issue in the democratic countries
around the world. Taiwan also joins this trend, the figure politician named
Han Kuo-yu rose in year 2018.  Before identifying Han to be a populist, this
article would first review the definitions of populism and then establish a set
of indicators for prescribing populism. In fact, the characteristic of
populism can be assessed by the following indicators: 1. Anti-elitist
discourse and conspiracy theory; 2. Assertions of discrimination and
anti-pluralism; 3. Authoritarian and anti-institutionalism predispositions; 4.
Distrust of the mass media; 5. Attitude of anti-expertise. Moreover, given
that the internet is important in the political communication, this article also
defined the “internet-technological populism” with 3 features, which are: the
big data experts playing the core decision makers in the election campaign;
cooperation with extremist web writers; unconventional, atypical political
leaders. Our analysis concluded that, the populist features of Han starts to
become obvious during the presidential campaign, but his mode doesn’t
belong to the internet-technological populism, and he himself is not even a
competent leader. However, his hard-core supporters, aka Han-fans, take
on stark and more active populist attitude. Therefore, Han’s failure doesn’t
mean the recession of the populism in Taiwan, the populist wave may still
strike again in the future.

Keywords: Han Kuo-yu, populism, internet-technological populism
(IT-populism), Han-fans
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