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Abstract

On the common images of Cambodia, it is seen of the splendid
architecture of Angkor Wat contrarily with the brutal ruling of Khmer Rouge.
These two strongest images have dominated the formation of Cambodian
national identity since the French colonization to the globalization eras.
The glorious historical elements gave Cambodians a source of nationalism to
cope with French ruling and the Cold War politics. Just like Thailand and
Burma, Buddhism also plays a big role in Cambodian nationalism.
Although there is no obvious conflicts among religions, however, the sole
and noble position of Buddhism still enact as a potential threat to common
identity. The future challenges of Cambodia lie on the path of democratic
reforms, in which decentralization of power and elimination of severe
corruption are the keys to new Cambodia.
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