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The Formation and Practice of New
Zealand’s Referenda
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Abstract

New Zealand essentially follows the Westminister system of
government. However, in the democratic process it may also ask the
entire electorate to either accept or reject a proposal on some public issue.
This not only gives a channel for public opinion, but also contributes
towards progress in the political and social environment.

There are two kinds of referendum in New Zealand. One is
initiated by the government and the other by citizens. The former is
normally held following a particular referendum act and its voting date is
arranged as close to the parliamentary election as possible.  The result of
such a referendum is non-binding, though the government can
undoubtedly adopt a binding referendum as with the Election System
Referendum of 1993. The second kind of referendum is conducted
according to the Citizens Initiated Referenda Act of 1993. It needs a
petition to the parliamentary Clerk. Within one year the initiator should
present the signatures of more than 10% electorate in favour. The
voting date is about the same as that of the parliamentary election.
Although the result is non-binding, the government can still propose

legislation to enact it.

Keywords: New Zealand, referendum, non-binding referendum, Citizens
Initiated Referenda Act, election system referendum



