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The New Zealand Defence Force and
Regional Security

Dong-lin Wu
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Abstract

New Zealand’s unique strategic environment surrounded as it is by
great oceans and its collaborative relation with Australia in terms of politics,
economics and the military make it immune from direct military threats.
However, New Zealand does consider terrorism as a major challenge to its
national and regional security, and hence places anti-terrorism as the first
priority of its government policies.  Currently, anti-terrorism and
eliminating the threat of terrorism has become a major task of the New
Zealand Defence Force.

At the end of the Cold War, New Zealand reviewed its national defence
force configuration, activity and capability and redefined its main mission as:
“to secure New Zealand against external threat, to protect our sovereign
interests, including the Exclusive Economic Zone, and to be able to take action
to meet likely contingencies in New Zealand’s area of strategic interest.”

The characteristic of New Zealand’s Defence Force is duality in terms
of military administration and military command. The Secretary of
Defence and Chief of the Army, Navy and Air Force belong to the military
administration. The Chief of the Defence Force (CDF) belongs to the
military command system. The latter takes orders directly from the Minister
of Defence and assigns a joint force to conduct combat operations. The
total personnel strength of the New Zealand Defense Force is 13,415,
comprising 2,671 in the Navy, 6,997 in the Army, and 2,789 in the Air Force,
with 748 at the Headquarters of the New Zealand Defence Force, and 210 at
the Headquarters of Joint Forces New Zealand.

To keep regional and global peace, the New Zealand Defence Force’s major
task is cooperation with her neighbours, Australia and other friendly countries.

Keywords: strategic environment, force structure, regional security, LTDP



