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Abstract

Marx never wrote a monograph specifically dedicated to the theory
of the state, but his vast corpus of writings do often touch on the state, its
conception and theories about it. This paper considers two western
theories of the state: the ?? organic and the mechanistic models. As a
young man, Marx was influenced by Hegelian idealism which led him to
idealize the state as the highest and most perfect form of human
community, which is in accord with the organic model. However, after
Prussian authorities had closed the newspaper he published, he came to
appreciate the negative and authoritarian aspects of the state and so
moved from the organic to the mechanistic model, seeing the state as an
alienating factor in human society. In 1850 in the wake of French civil
war, he came to see the state as a parasite feeding off the resources of
society. It is then described as the tool of the capitalists, by which they
accomplish the deprivation of the proletariat. Hence Marx and Engels
called for the demise of the state as part of their campaign against

capitalism.

Keywords: organic theory of the state, alienation, class interests,

capitalism, proletariat, exploitation



