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Taiwan’s South Pacific Strategy

I-chung Lai
Director, the Office of China Affairs

The Democratic Progressive Party, Taipei, Taiwan

Abstract

The South Pacific has been a major area for Taiwan’s foreign affairs.
The South Pacific’s “strategic backyard” situation has extremely changed
due to the end of Cold War and the upsurge of China. South Pacific has
become an important strategic focus both in internal affairs and
competitions of the South Pacific strategy between U.S. and China.

Beijing now has substantial economic interests in the island nations,
and is seeking to develop its geo-strategic position. The rising economic
and diplomatic influence of China is a new and profoundly destabilising
factor that is challenging long-established relations, such as to counter
US naval power in Asia and to displace Taiwan’s diplomatic status in this
region.

Taiwan has to explore new constructive and substantive cooperation
with South Pacific states in facing China’s challenges in the region. It
is suggested that utilization of Taiwan’s Austronesian cultural roots as a
diplomatic resources will be a major theme in developing Taiwan’s future

diplomatic relation with pacific allies.

Keywoards: South Pacific, China, South Pacific diplomacy



