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A Study on the Diplomacy of Belgian
Small State

Chiu-Ching Kuo
Professor, Graduate Institute of European Studies

Tamkang University, Taipei, Taiwan

Abstract

As a small state, Belgium plays a specific role in world stage.
Owing to the strong neighbor of Germany, Belgian neutral policy was
destroyed. After World War 11, Belgium strongly desired security and
took part in the Atlantic Alliance. Belgium’s economic policy promotes
open economy and export trade in order to acquire the interest of
economic scale. Belgium’s foreign policy focuses on strategic and
economic interest offered by its neighbor states. Belgium also joins
multilateral organizations, such as NATO, UN and OSCE, so that
Belgium can use negotiation, friendship, and uncoercive instruments with
its EU partners. Besides, the Directorate-General Development
Cooperation developed in Belgium is worthy of notice. The autonomous
Belgian “Community” and “Region” also have their own foreign affairs.

Keywords: Belgium, diplomacy of small state, development cooperation,
neutral policy.



