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Regional Integration of Southeast Asia—
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Abstract

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations ( ASEAN ) has deftly
balanced the interests of its members, anchored regional geopolitical
stability, and launched moves toward a free trade area. This success was
due to the so-called “ASEAN way,” a policy of noninterference in
member states’ internal affairs. Decisions were made by consensus. In
recent years, scholars have pointed to situations in which ASEAN has
apparently violated the sacred principle of nonintervention, which in turn
has led to the questioning of the authenticity of the “ASEAN way.” The
“ASEAN way” has proved a double-edged sword. It has allowed for a
top-level, generalized commonality of purpose in creating a peaceful and
prosperous region. At the same time, the “ASEAN way” has also excused
egregious human-rights abuses and hampered effective action in many
trans-border issues. This paper discusses the challenge of the “ASEAN
way” and its future development.

Keywords: regional integration, regional organization, ASEAN way,
principle of nonintervention, Association of Southeast Asian

Nations



