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Abstract

Olympism is a living philosophy, in respecting the universal ethical
principles and balance-developing body, will, and mind as a whole.
Olympism also embodies the potential of cosmopolitanism, despite the
Olympic Game practices often fails to fully implement its ideal. Under
the ever-intensifying transnational interconnections, the traditional
references to citizenship have transformed to fit in with the globalized
standards that make them almost equivalent to human rights. The authors
approach the Beijing Olympiad with the perspective of global citizenship,
and examine how and if the Olympic institutions along with the Chinese
government put the Olympism into practice. We argue that the Olympic
Movement has appropriated Olympism as a kind of rhetoric connecting
with transnational political economic interests, nationalism and supra-
nationalism. We also suggest some reasons why Olympism fails to realize
its cosmopolitan elements.

Keywords: Olympism, citizenship, cosmopolitanism, Beijing Olympics,
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