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Language Equality and Minority Language
Rights: The Example of Finland’s Swedish
Language Status Planning

Hak-khiam Tiu"
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National Tai-tung University, Tai-tung, Taiwan

Abstract

Finland has a long history of official bilingualism. The
Constitution of Finland declares that both Finnish and Swedish are
national languages of Finland.  Swedish is a minority language
registered as mother tongue by only 5.5% of the population. However,
Swedish is praised as the most privileged minority language in the world.
This article explores how Finland’s status planning helps to achieve
language equality and provide language rights for the minority language
to enhance the vitality of minority languages. The article begins by a
description of language emancipation in Finland, emphasizing Swedish
Finns’ struggle for cultural autonomy through voluntary organizations.
Then, Finland’s language related laws and regulations are introduced and
the ways language rights are implemented are also discussed. After
that, the contributions of institutional support to the maintenance of
Swedish are discussed from ethnolinguistic vitality theory. Finally,
implications of Finland’s minority language status planning in relation to

that of Taiwan’s are discussed.

Keywords: Finland, language equality, language rights, language status

planning, Swedish



