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Abstract

Finland is a small country with the political and militant threats
from its powerful neighbor, Russia. During the Cold War, Finland
undertook a special diplomatic pattern, so-called “Finlandization,”
against the Russian threats. The collapse of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics (USSR) changed Finland’s geopolitical environment.
Nowadays, Finland has close economic tie with the Russian Federation
(RF). Russia is one of the most important trade partners of Finland.
Furthermore, the volume of transit traffic has grown rapidly. This
article intends to analyze the Finnish diplomatic attitude toward the
USSR and to examine the dynamics of relations between Finland and the
RF. In the article we will analyze the historical background of Finnish
foreign policy toward Soviet Union. Then, we will explore the

development of Finland- Russia relations.
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