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Abstract

“Deterrence” and “defense” what priority focus, and a more effective
response to China’s missile-based threats, is nearly ten years ongoing
controversy on Taiwan’s security policy. During Chen Shui-bian’s age,
Taiwan adopted a deterrence-oriented strategy called “credible deterrence
and resolute defense.” After Ma Ying-Jeou taking office in 2008, Taiwan
changed the priority to a defense-oriented strategy called “resolute defense
and credible deterrence” and wanted to construct a rock-solid and
impregnable defensive force. ‘“Deterrence” and “defense” what priority
focus, has its pros and cons, is Taiwan’s security policy dilemmas. Ma
Ying-Jeou’s “defensive defense” is to lay a foundation in its cross-strait
conciliatory policies. However, if Taiwanese insisted that they should have
the right to decide their own future, they may eventually need to develop an

“effective independent deterrence capacity.”

Keywords: Taiwan’s security, Taiwan’s military strategy, credible deterrence,

defensive defense, U.S. security commitment to Taiwan



