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The Difficulties and Challenges of Ma
Ying-jeou’s China-centric Strategy

Jiann-Fa Yan
Director, International Cooperation Office

Ching Yun University, Jhongli, Taoyuan, TAIWAN

Abstract

Cross-strait relations, as key factors, have been framing Taiwan’s
national development. Both sides of the Taiwan Strait had been in the
state of being economically relaxed but politically tense during 2000-
2008.

Ever since President Ma Ying—jeou won the election in March of
2008, with his active engagement policy toward China, the
independence-oriented green camp has been isolated and marginalized
and a China-centric system integrating cross-strait relations emerges.
Although cross-strait relations turn to relaxation, they are further
incorporated into a China-centric orbit. Another potential wave of
frictions and conflicts seem unavoidable. This article attempts to depict
Ma’s strategic transformations in cross-strait policy areas, including
sovereignty, diplomatic truce, defense, economy, and so on and so forth.
It points out the blind spots and flaws innate in Ma’s China policy and
strategy. It also tries to propose strategic alternatives for Taiwan to break
through.

Keywords: Ma Ying-Jeou, One-China principle, peaceful development,
modus vivendi, ECFA



