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Abstract

The author introduces the term of “military effectiveness” as the
conceptual framework for analyzing the possible responses of Taiwan’s
Armed Forces (TAF) in coping with China’s military threats. Military
effectiveness is defined here as the capacity to create military power from
a state’s basic resources in wealth, technology, population size, and
human capital. The article begins with brief literatures reviews and
conceptual refinements regarding such a conceptual framework.
Military effectiveness is regarded as the capacity and performance that a
military translate and establish its military power which itself is
illuminated by two elements — integration and responsiveness. Next, the
author turns to analyze the qualitatively and quantitatively growth of
China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) in terms of aircrafts and
missiles. These are critical for the PLA to achieve decisive victory in an
all-out military conflict against the TAF. Last, the author argues,
according to the conceptual framework of military effectiveness, that the
TAF should enhance its organizational capacity of integration and
responsiveness, at both political and strategic levels, in order to construct

the capable military power to respond China’s military challenges.

Keywords: military effectiveness, Taiwan’s Armed Forces, threat assessment,

organizational capacity



