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Abstract

Korean democratic transition was very successful in Asia. Because
of rapid economic growth, Korean social class obviously changed and
civic groups were unceasingly devoted to expand plural social space.
President Jeon Duhwan had to make a strategy of concession. In 1987
he pushed Roh Tae Woo to compete with democratic leaders, Kim Yeong-
sam and Kim Dae-jung in the presidential election. The first president
was elected by the people and the regime was peaceful taken place by
turns.  As the democratic leader, Kim Dae-jung, was elected as president
by the people in 1997, the democratic transition finally came to end.
The paper is to explore the Korean authoritarian regime taken over by the

democratic politics and its problems arisen in the democratic transition.

Keywords: authoritarianism, democratic transition, Korean President,
Kim Yeong-sam, Kim Dae-jung



