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Abstract

Korean Peninsula lay under the spheres of influence of the United
States (US) and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR ) since
the end of World War 1l in 1945. Meanwhile, this Peninsula was divided
into the Republic of Koreal ROK ) and the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea ( DPRK) along 38 degrees of north latitude. The only
bordering country of ROK is DPRK, which is also the main military
threat to it. “The survival and future development of ROK depend on
the interaction between this country and the international community.
ROK is Global Korea, it not only actively cooperate with other counties,
but also seek to provide its efforts to solve problems based on the
common interests of the global community,” indicated by its Global
Korea: The National Security Strategy of the Republic of Korea. This
stance points out the severe challenge that ROK is facing under the
circumstance of global and the Northeast Asian Security environment.
Besides, the Defense White Paper 2008 also announced that its defense
policy would primarily focus on building an all-directional military
readiness and defense capabilities. Meanwhile, in order to achieve its
national security and defense goals, ROK will build up its “Elite and
Advanced Military” that would serve as the blueprint of military
preparation.

Keywords: Global Korea, hard power, smart power, National Defense
Reform



