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A Linguist’s Political Policy: Ong
lok-Tik’s Taiwanese Language and
Nation-Building Theory

Li Khin-Huann

National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

Some insist that there is no definite relationship between language
and culture, while others believe that there is an intimate relationship
between the two. On the topic of language and culture, Ong lok-Tik did
not declare himself a follower of the “Language Culture Ideology,” still,
he has shown with action that he is 100% one who practices such
ideology. Ong lok-Tik’s wife Ms. Ong Suat-Mui stated, “In Iok-Tik
you can see the fusion of both ‘Taiwanese language studies’ and
‘Taiwanese Independence Movement’ into one body.” In the process of
promoting the Taiwanese Independence Movement, Taiwanese language
studies and publicity are his primary interests on the topic of politics; the
combination of mother tongue and cultural pride is what built Ong
lok-Tik’s identiy as a linguist. Using the knowledge of linguistics, he
spends his life in pursuit of realizing, in practice, Taiwanese
independence and the foundation of its nation. Not only has he built a
pyramid for Taiwanese language studies, he has also left behind him a
lasting influence in the process of Taiwanese democratization

Keywords: Taiwanese language studies, Taiwanese independence,
Taiwanese language, Taiwanese language writing



