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Special Taiwan Volunteers for the Imperial
Japanese Navy in World War 11, 1944-46

Bo-Zong Chen
Assistant, Archives of Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica
Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

Along with the situation of the battlefield was getting worse and
worse, the Japanese army faced the problem that they need more and
more soldiers. On August first, 1943, the Japanese government enacted
“Special Volunteer System for Navy.” At the end of June in 1944, these
Taiwanese volunteers finished their training consecutively, and were
ready to be sent to navy troops. At that time, the alliance started fierce
attacking from the Pacific Ocean. Meanwhile, the volunteers in different
war zones had different missions, and were in various situations due to
their locations. Some of them who were sent to Japan suffered from
serious casualty because of Gokoku Maru incident. After Japanese
surrendered, the Special Taiwanese Volunteers for the Imperial Japanese
Navy were demobilized. These soldiers in different areas had various
outcomes. The soldiers who stayed in Taiwan returned home in a short
time after the war is over. As those who were sent overseas, their return

depended on the help of the Allied Forces and Japan.

Keywords: Special Volunteer System for Navy, dispatch, Gokoku Maru,

demobilization



