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On People’s Action Party and Singaporean
Dominant One-party System
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Abstract

In Singapore there was a multi-party system in early time. A
parliamentary democracy was set up, with a Westminister system. The term
of any member of parliament is five years, after which a general election
must be held. The parliament takes a unicameral form. Executive power
is exercised by the cabinet and it is collectively responsible to parliament.

The People’s Action party dominated Singaporean politics since 1959
general election when Lee Kuan Yew became Singapore’s first prime
minister.  As the opposition Barisan Sosialis Party resigned from parliament,
PAP has been in government and won the general elections of 1968, 1972,
1976, and 1980. Until now, Singapore is a de factor PAP dominant state.
The success of PAP-government mainly comes from economic development
and a clean, corruption-free image. Besides, PAP employs censorship,
gerrymandering and the filing of civil suits against the opposition.
Especially, PAP cements its hold on power by an electoral system that makes
it difficult for opposition parties to gain seats, like group representation
constituencies, nominated members of parliament, etc.

Keywords: Singaporean political party, People’s Action party, election
system, Nominated Members of Parliament)



