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Abstract

As the first democracy republic state in Asia, the Republic of the
Philippines has always been regarded as the pawn of the United States in the
Asia-Pacific region. Related scholars seem to think that the independence
of the Philippines is the result of American gifts. However, this paper
argues that the best rule of survival for little country was the “Running with
Scissors.”  Therefore, it seems that the Republic of the Philippines
achieving independence in a peaceful approach is a rare case in the current
independence movement. The author reviews the Philippines independence
movement history (from military confrontation, passive resistance, to active
cooperation). By political theoretical argument and historical event, the
author would like to demonstrate how the political leaders of the Philippines
make use of the conflict of interest and international environment in the
colonial mother country to establish the Philippine nation-state.
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