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Mexican National Identity:
Colony and Periphery Struggle

Shun-Jie Ji

Associate Professor and Director, Graduate Institute of Futures Studies
Tamkang University, Tamsui, New Taipei, TAIWAN

Abstract

Mexica has a significant role in human development history given the
three oldest civilizations of Maya, Toltec, and Aztec were cultivated there.
Its glorious days was interrupted by Spanish colonization, which became the
major driving force for Mexican identity struggle. The other dominant
force came from the expanding empire of the United States from the 19™
century. This article uses primordialism and constructivism to explore the
elements of Mexican national identity. Then by using Causal Layered
Analysis (CLA) to dissect those elements to reach the conclusion that
primordialism and constructivism both contribute to the understanding of
Mexican national identity.

Keywords: Spanish Colonization, U.S.-Mexico War, primordialism,
constructivism, CLA
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