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美國在十九世紀下半葉展開的擴張 
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Our population is destined to roll its resistless waves to the icy barriers of the 

north, and to encounter oriental civilization on the shores of the Pacific. 

William Henry Seward 1846; Discover Diplomacy, n.d.  

I too, raising my voice, bear an errand, 

I chant the World on my Western Sea, 

I chant, copious, the islands beyond, thick as stars in the sky, 

I chant the new empire, grander than any be-fore—As in a vision, it comes to 

me; 

I chant America, the Mistress—I chant a greater supremacy, 

I chant, projected, a thousand blooming cities yet, in time, on those groups of 

sea-islands, 

I chant my sailships and steamships threading the archipelagoes, 

I chant my stars and stripes fluttering in the wind, 

I chant commerce opening, the sleep of ages having done its work—races, 

re-born, re-freshed,  

Lives, works resumed—The object I know not—but the old, the Asiatic, 

resumed, as it must be, 

Commencing from this day, surrounded by the world. 

Walt Whitman 1860  

The Pacific is the ocean bride of America—China and Japan and Corea—with 

their innumerable islands, hanging like necklaces about them, are the 

bridesmaids, California is the nuptial couch, the bridal chamber, where all the 

wealth of Orient will be brought to celebrate the wedding.  Let us 

Americans—let us determine while yet in our power, that no commercial rival 

or hostile flag can float with impunity over the long swell of the Pacific sea.” 

Robert W. Shufeldt LaFeber, 1989: 172  

. . . , I am frankly an imperialist, in the sense that I believe that no nation, 

certainly no great nation, should henceforth maintain the policy of isolation 

which fitted our early history; above all, should not on that outlived plea refuse 

to intervene in events obviously thrust upon its conscience. 

A. T. Mahan 1907: 324  
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壹、美國的領土拓展 
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Wikimedia Commons 2019: File:U.S. Territorial Acquisitions.png  
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United States Minor Outlying Islands Wikipedia, 

2020: Territories of the United States; U.S. territory; Political divisions of the 

United States  
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Fleras & Elliott, 1992: 

143-44

Frymer, 2011  
 

 

Wikimedia Commons 2019: File:Indian reservations in the Continental United 
States.png  
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貳、由孤立主義到擴張主義 
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Field, 1978 1898/4/21-8/13
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Midway Atoll 1867
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參、美西戰爭初試啼聲 
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1917
5 Jones Act organized but 
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伍、在拉丁美洲的介入 
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Abstract 

We start with a review of how American territories have been expanded 

including the classification of territories, the acquisitions of continental 

territories, and the composition of overseas territories.  We then look into 

how the United States has move from isolationism to expansionism.  We 

further examine how the United States has expanded in the Pacific, 

intervened in Latin America, and annexed Hawaii.  Finally, we will 

scrutinize the Insular Cases. 

Keywords: isolationism, expansionism, Spanish-American War, annexation 

of Hawaii, Insular Cases 
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