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SEHRENBREBNCRIEES (flNRE ) WERRKEESR ( state
nationalism), AERBENHLRKEEAES( TE2EBRESETEHN )HR
¥ B KRR E% ( anti-imperial nationalism )
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BERELBRERTAERBIERMHFRIRN , KR HEEMNFE#
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B2 ( Kurlantzick, 2018 ), HFHFZRRAZEH REM W Z /I,
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MEXEBEEN REEERREBAX K REEAHEEECELLE, I
R F A H I R ER b B EH Z Wat Phu Pasak A B, A R R b Z 2 Xiang
Khoang # FL# ¥ J& ( Plainof Jars ), I A R LEE , A RBE L
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EHRFEXETLUIERESR, MBI THERE.
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Abstract

To most people, Laos is a strange, even non-existent country. Laos is
bordered by China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, and Myanmar, and is also
completely surrounded by these five countries, forming the only landlocked
country in Southeast Asia. Historically, it has had considerable contact with
these five surrounding countries, and geography has created a rich and
distinctive foreign culture and character for Laos. In modern times, it has
been deeply influenced by French colonialism and the American Vietnam War.
This article explores the development of nationalism in Laos through the issue
of national identity, examines the impact of long-term historical development
and colonial experience on Laos, and also explores the consequences of the
secret war launched by the United States in Laos during the Vietnam War.
National identity also involves the direction of national development and self-
positioning, and identifying one’s own role in the region and the world.
Therefore, this article also explores these situations. Buddhism is an
important factor in the cohesion and construction of Lao identity, and even the
atheist communist regime cannot escape Buddhist nationalism. The US
secret war not only caused casualties among the Lao people, but also created
great obstacles for subsequent development. Caught between neighboring
powers and international powers, Laos hopes to transform itself from a
landlocked country to a landlocked country, building a beautiful Buddhist

country.

Keywords: Laotian identity, nationalism of Southeast Asia, Buddhism

nationalism, American Secret War
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