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Abstract

Swedish national identity is not a fixed, immutable entity; rather, it is an
imagined community that has been continuously constructed across different
historical stages, from the royal state and the nation-state to the welfare state,
a pluralistic society, and collective security arrangements. From the
perspective of theories of national identity, Sweden has on the one hand
preserved elements of ethnic nationalism grounded in language, historical
memory, and religious tradition—drawing in particular on the historical
resources provided by the Vasa dynasty, the Protestant state church, and the
glorious memory of the Swedish Empire. On the other hand, during the
twentieth-century development of social democracy and the welfare state, it
gradually cultivated a form of civic nationalism centered on citizenship,
democratic institutions, and social equality. This has tied the criteria for
“being Swedish” more closely to identification with institutions and the
practice of shared values, rather than to bloodline or religious affiliation.
Sweden’s future challenge does not lie in discovering a homogeneous and
glorious historical imagination, but in determining whether it can, through
democratic procedures and public debate, continually reshape a national
identity that is both open and cohesive, balancing plurality with security and
inclusion with difference. 1In fact, this is also a common challenge faced by
many countries today as they confront the dynamics of globalization and

regional integration.

Keywords: Swedish ethnic nationalism, civic nationalism, neutrality policy,
NATO



