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When Suffering No Longer Points to
Responsibility: The Depoliticization and
Reproduction of Historical Affect, A Case
Study of “Dongnan Kuxingshan”

Linjie Li
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Abstract

This article takes the cross-contextual circulation of “Dongnan
Kuxingshan” as an analytical entry point to examine how historical suffering
is reconstructed and reproduced across political subjects. It first traces the
evolution of Blue-camp emotional structures in Taiwan from an action-
oriented phase to a transitional phase and finally to a watchful or residual
phase, arguing that the song emerged at a critical juncture between legitimacy-
oriented and existential suffering. The article develops a fourfold typology-
-accountability-oriented, legitimacy-oriented, existential, and instrumental
suffering--and proposes a mechanism of depoliticization, aestheticization, and
re-embedding. The case shows how the weakening of responsibility and
action-oriented meanings allows an affective form to travel beyond its original
context. Such depoliticization may reduce antagonism and enlarge the space
of imagination, but it does not automatically produce political integration; its
effects remain conditioned by generational change, identity formation, and
institutional structures. To strengthen the empirical basis, the article also
examines the 1986 recording, the song’s narrative units, and observable
samples on mainland Chinese video platforms from 2023 to 2025. These
materials show a shift from an original migration--endurance--return narrative
toward nostalgic, remixed, and everyday affective uses. The article further
defines historical suffering as an identifiable harmful past transformed,

through collective recognition, narrative transmission, and normative
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evaluation, into an enduring structure of shared meaning. Its recognition has
minimum conditions, while its attribution, identity function, and political

direction remain contingent on present social frameworks.

Keywords: historical suffering, depoliticization, affective reproduction,

cross-contextual circulation, social frameworks



